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The consequences of everything—dams, lev-
ees, dredge f"md fill, population growth, the phe-
gomenal r:dse of irrigated agriculture—are

ocumented in a single, mournful
of statistics: paragraph

Ir} the. 1840s, when the Gold Rush began,

California had five million acres of permanent
J and seasonal wetlands. About 450,000 _acres
are left, and thousands more disappear every
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Considering all of this, it should come as no "
surprise that California’s waterfow] population,
after remaining fairly stable for the past twenty
years, now seems to be entering a period of
abject decline. Some game biologists believe
that as many as 60 million waterfowl over-
wintered in the state before the Gold Rush. As
recently as 1l irds still came

down. Last year, l’ust over 2 million were

year. In the Central Valley, 6 percent of the origi- counted
nal wetlands acreage remains. San Francisco |
Bay has lost 75 percent of its wetlands; the —
Klar_nath Basin, 60 percent; the Los Angeles |
Basin, 90 percent. Newport Bay once had — The LAGUNA has:
13,500 acres of mixed-water wetlands; 800 s of BII
acres are left. Wilmington B : 235 speqtes Of Biuma
acres are Vilm, gton Bay once had 3,450 20 " " MAMMALS
¢ now has six. No other state, not even 200 " "

New J_erse;_/, hafs suffered such losses. 16 " " %%%?iES
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