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“What Im saying is, lefs go

see if there is some other way
we can accomplmh this,” he
said.

Judy Van Winkle, Farm Bureau
executive director, said the Bu-
reau would not éccept any meas-

ure to protect property owners
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deleted.” ‘

To allay fears of Laguna prop-

erty owners, Bosco had struck an

agreement that the bill would
specify that land for the refuge
would be obtained only from peo-
ple willing to sell it.

‘But before the House of Repre-
sentatives unanimously ap-
proved the $20 million bill last

~ week, that provision was delet-

ed.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, which would manage
the refuge and had held up the
bill for months, insisted on the
change, because the willing-
seller provision would have set
a precedent, since no other bill
creating a national refuge al-
lows for that, said Bosco. The
bill was changed in committee,
and Bosco said he could not stop
that. .

- Reaction from the Farm Bureau
and property owners was swift.

“He (Bosco)
sold us down the
river. The
willing-seller
provision was
promised to us
over and over
and over.”

“He sold us down the river,”
said one Laguna-area farmer,
who asked not to be identified.
“The willing-seller provision
was promised to us over and over
and over.”
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laws.
“Any member of Congress is
govemed by both the law and

the ethics rules of Congress, and
I have never been accused of vio-
lating either and I've never vio-
lated either,” he said. -
Bosco's real estate transac-
tions have been under press scru-
tiny since the 1985 Federal
Home Loan Bank Board -takeo-
ver of the Centennial and Gold-
en Pacific thrifts, but no impro-
pricties on Bosco's part have
* been reported by federal author-
ities.

Bosco, who like many inves-
tors took advantage of the Sono-
ma County teal estate boom in
the 1908s, said he would no long-
er invest in local property.

While acknowleging the need
for reporting on the personal af-
fairs of Congress, he said, “what
I want to know is, when's it go-
ing to get across what we've
done over the years to help our
constituents?”

(ED. Note: See Section C for
more on Doug Bosco and his two
challengers, Frank Riggs and
Darlene Commgore) -



