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“The Laguna de Santa Rosa has been negatively impacted by
our activities over time and we have an amazing opportunity
to turn that around. Each one of us has a role to play in the
Laguna’s future and the Laguna needs us.”
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education

We all have stories about our childhood summers! If you grew up in Sonoma County, your memories are
undoubtedly peppered with blue skies filled with puffy clouds, rolling golden hillsides, majestic oak trees, and
lots and lots of butterflies. Monarch butterflies were always my favorite. They immediately connected me to the
natural world, and I’ve been enthralled ever since.
Today, I wonder when the exact moment was when the number of butterflies changed. When did “lots and
lots” become “less,” and when did “less” become “a few?” I don’t know, but I know that butterflies, bees, birds,
and other pollinators are in serious trouble. Today, almost half of all butterfly species are declining or rare. Bird
populations in North America have decreased nearly 30% in the past three decades — a loss of three billion birds.
Urbanization has made scarce many native plants, like narrow leaf milkweed that the Monarch needs to survive.
Plants unique to Sonoma County — such as Sonoma sunshine and Sebastopol meadowfoam — once plentiful for
bees, are now rare and critically endangered. Drought and wildfire further threaten their extinction.
I cannot help but wonder what stories today’s children will share as adults. What images will fill their minds as
they reminisce about growing up in Sonoma County?
Without milkweed, we lose the Monarch butterfly. With no Sonoma sunshine or Sebastopol meadowfoam, we lose
healthy bee populations. Losing native plants, in turn, impacts birds that rely on them for food and shelter. With
fewer birds, fewer seeds are spread, fewer native plants grow, and the cycle worsens. Our agricultural community
is also impacted. Over 30% of local crops — from berries to stone fruits and an array of vegetables — depend
on pollinators. And while wine grapes do not rely on pollination, cover crops that provide the micro-nutrients
necessary for healthy grapes rely on bees and other insects. What a cascading effect!
Your Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation does the work that creates vibrant natural landscapes, helping to
ensure that butterflies, bees and birds continue their vital role in our interconnected web of life.
Since 2017, Sonoma County has been hard hit by natural disasters, making our work more critical than ever.
From successive years of wildfires that have transformed tens of thousands of lives and thousands of acres to
devastating floods and now a record-breaking drought, we have experienced weather whiplash that has left its
scars on all of us.
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We restore unique habitats at dozens of sites to heal the scars left on the landscape. We also heal the scars left
on our community, reaching people as they emerge from two years of social isolation and trauma brought on by
COVID. With our vibrant education and volunteer programs, community members access the free mental and
physical health benefits of being outdoors in nature. Many are hands-on opportunities, such as growing new
plants in our native plant nursery, tending restored areas, and replanting native species to benefit butterflies,
bees, birds, and other wildlife.

“My latest project brings me back to caring for
children, not as a physician but as a conduit to
experiencing the outdoors. I’m a Docent for
Learning Laguna, a program for 7–9 yearolds where we make nests in hay, look through
magnifying glasses at water and find tracks
in our Laguna wetlands. It has a foundation
in the appropriate eco-experience for this age,
one of wonder and possibility, giving the next
generation (and me!) hope for the future.”
Linda Fraley, Education Docent and Board Member

Your generous support will allow people of all ages
and from all walks of life to participate firsthand in
the rejuvenation of landscapes and see recovery
happening in real time.
We are inspiring generations of stewards to care for the environment and help find solutions to the problems
of habitat loss, species extinction, and climate change. We are offering new bilingual programs, focusing our
recruitment and hiring practices to reach underserved youth as we deepen our engagement with the diverse
communities of color that live, learn, work, and play throughout the Laguna de Santa Rosa watershed.
What does the Laguna de Santa Rosa’s future look like? It’s up to us. Together we can re-create the wonderinspiring landscapes teeming with life that will lead to the vivid memories and heartwarming stories told long
into the future.
Thank you for your continued support,

Anne Morkill
Executive Director
PS Your generous gift today will restore local landscapes and reconnect the child in all of us to the beauty and
wonder of nature.
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