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Natural History Corner: Meet Your Friend, the Mud Dauber! 
Brent Reed, Restoration Projects Supervisor

Join the fun of this 
annual trek to the Great 
Blue Heron, Great Egret 
and Double-crested 
Cormorant nesting site 
on the banks of the 
Laguna. By May 3 we 
will likely see everything 
from courtship displays, 
nest building, egg-
sitting, and maybe even 
peek in on chicks while 
watching parents hustle 
to keep up with hungry 
mouths to feed. Other 
possible treats include 
sightings of American 

White Pelicans and maybe even a Bald Eagle. There are 
5 Docent-led walk times to choose from: 8:00am, 8:15, 
8:30, 8:45 & 9:00. We ask for a $15 per person donation. 
Registration required at www.lagunafoundation.org. 
Bring friends and family out for a joyful morning and get 
children outside to experience the wonders of the Laguna 
for themselves. This event benefiting the Learning 
Laguna bus scholarship program is always a sell-out 
so register early! Approximately 3-mile walk over flat, 
uneven terrain. Full details emailed upon registration.

LEC Habitat Landscape 
John Guardino, Director of Restoration and Conservation Science

In the fall of 2011, the implementation of the Laguna 
Environmental Center’s Native Habitat Landscape was 
launched. Its roughly 84,000 sq. ft. of space is designed 
to introduce visitors to a wide range of habitat types and 
associated native plants found in the Laguna watershed. 
It also contains a 19th century historical component 
immediately around the farmhouse with heritage flower and 
vegetable gardens and a small heirloom apple orchard. The 
natural areas also provide wildlife habitat in the heart of the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa wetland complex.

Over the past two-and-a-half years, the landscape has come 
a long, long way thanks to the hard work and efforts of 
dedicated Laguna Foundation supporters, volunteers, interns, 
board members 
and staff. We have 
turned a barren 
landscape into a 
thriving ecosystem 
that provides lush 
outdoor spaces 
for visitors, a living 
classroom, and 
an attraction for 
many species of 
birds, mammals, 
and insects.

Old, open barns like the one we have here at the LEC are great places for spiders to 
build webs and thrive. Perhaps if you have an old barn or building you know how often 
you need to clear cobwebs, check for spiders when you pick things up, or get a sticky, 
stretchy spider web across the face. Yuck! Surprisingly, we have few spiders in our 
barn! How could this be? Luckily, we have mud daubers!  

Like their wasp cousins, mud daubers can look intimidating. But unlike other wasps, 
they are solitary and not aggressive, even when their nests are disturbed. They are 
native pollinators and avid spider hunters - preferring the black widow. Adult mud 
daubers paralyze spiders and seal them into the cavities of the nest where they will 
later be food for their young. There are three species common to the Laguna area: 
black and yellow mud dauber, Oregon pipe dauber, and the blue mud dauber. 

You may have seen their nests made of mud around your house or barn and quickly 
cleaned them off.  Now that you know a little more about these friendly wasps, think 
twice before you clean off those mud dauber nests!

The black and yellow mud dauber (Sceliphron 
caementarium) is just a misunderstood friend!

The Laguna Environmental Center’s landscape incorpo-
rates several habitat types for visitors to explore. 
Photo: Owen Scott Shirwo

Delta Pond Rookery Walk  
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education Programs 

Come see the Great Blue Heron  (Ardea herodias) 
nesting on Saturday, May 3. Photo: Don Jackson.
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Have you visited the Laguna Environmental Center lately and 
noticed the work underway on the south side of Great Blue 
Heron Hall? The exciting vision and plan for this space is a 
nature playground – a playscape – just for children!

Young visitors will have 
opportunities to look under 
rocks, explore native plants 
using their senses, make 
animal tracks, watch birds 
flying into houses and feeders, 
crawl through a living willow 
tunnel, hide-out in a willow 
hut, investigate a dry stream 
bed, and climb over logs 

Building a Living Playgound 
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education Programs

For 15 years, our volunteer docents have been teaching 
school children about the Laguna. It is the docents we have 
to thank for the long-term success and popularity of Learning 
Laguna. This spring they will be visiting 26 classrooms with 
the Bird Migration Game, the Wetland Model, the Who Am 
I? activity, the Bird Investigation Station, and the Laguna 

Animal Tracks. The 
docent day leader gets 
the exciting classroom 
visit underway with an 
introductory PowerPoint 
that often has those 
2nd-4th graders jumping 
out of their seats! 
Learning Laguna would 
not be complete without 

Learning Laguna: Celebrating 15 Years of Classroom and Field Education 
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education Programs

an actual visit to the Laguna, 
so those 26 classes will also 
enjoy a 2.75 hour field trip 
where they weave with tule, 
use spotting scopes to spy on 
birds (and sometimes Western 
Pond Turtles), examine critters 
on the ground and in the 
water, and engage their senses 
in nature. 

Learning Laguna is financially 
supported by membership, end 
of year donations, donors at 
our Annual Garden Art Gala, 
and approximately $35,000 
in annual grant funding. 
This year we are pleased 
to announce a new funder, 
the JiJi Foundation who just 
awarded the program $9,000. 
Additionally, each year docents host walks to the Delta 
Pond Rookery as a fundraiser for the Learning Laguna bus 
scholarship fund. Join the fun this year on Saturday, May 3rd.  
For details on the Rookery Tour, see page 4.

Photo: Julie Mikos.

	 “Thank you so much for your hard work and dedication 
to bringing science back to our schools. My students have 
participated in Learning Laguna for the last 7 years and each 
year I feel so grateful for the centers, the field experience and 
the (bus) reimbursement. Thank you again.” 

Risa Bowman, 4th Grade teacher, 
Roseland Creek Elementary School

and rocks in an 
area bordered by 
a lovely native 
shrubs “fence.” A 
pathway and the 
dry stream bed 
were installed 
over the winter. 
This spring keep 
an eye on the 
site as we work 
with Rotary Club 
volunteers to install the hedgerow, make stepping 
stones, and plant the discovery garden to craft the 
space into a unique and engaging play environment 
where children can connect to nature. 

The dry creek bed is taking shape! When the playscape 
is complete, our young visitors will be able to learn about 
the Laguna in a hands-on, outdoor classroom! 

A student gets up close to a coyote 
pelt during a field trip to the Laguna. 
Without our docents and the financial 
support for out Laguna Bus Fund, many 
schools would not be able to afford to 
attend these field trips.

During the field trip to the Laguna, children get a 
chance to examine pelts from a variety of animals 
from the Laguna, including this pelt of a mink.
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Our 5th Annual Laguna Re-Leaf Day, 
is on April 5th this year! Its like a 
walk-a-thon except we plant trees 
instead of walk miles! This is a FUN 
and REWARDING way to enjoy time 
outdoors with a terrific group of 
people in a project that will benefit the 

Laguna Re-Leaf Day: Will You Help Us Plant the Future? 
Dr. Dianne Smith, Board of Directors Vice President

community for generations to come. 
And, the funds YOU raise support 
our ongoing mission to preserve and 
restore the Laguna.  

Fundraising starts NOW!

Planting trees along the Laguna helps 
to restore lost wildlife habitat and 
natural beauty, improves water quality, 
and helps mitigate climate change. This 
year we will be working on Irwin Creek 
again, just north of Stone Farm where 
the Laguna Environmental Center 
sits. We anticipate more than 100 
participants – all ages and abilities are 
welcome! Together, we will plant over 
600 oak trees and other native plants. 

Support the event by choosing 
whichever method suits you best:

Sign Up to be a Volunteer 
Fundraiser. We supply the forms and 
a customized online donation site. 
All you have to do is ask friends, co-
workers, family, etc., to sponsor you. All 

The Laguna Foundation is 
fortunate to have a great 
relationship with Sonoma 
State University and the Santa 
Rosa Junior College internship 
programs. Student interns  are 
invaluable in our education and 
restoration efforts. In return, 
students learn real-world skills 
that enhance their studies and prepare them for working in 
their fields of study after graduation.

Over the winter, several students 
worked with our Education 
Department, performing a range 
of public relations duties. Each 
came to the Laguna Foundation 
for different reasons, but they 
all share our love of this special 

place. SSU student Chloe 
Madison, a Water Quality 
major, enjoys spending time 
running along the Laguna trails. 
Also from SSU, Ruby Acosta is 
a double major in Spanish and 
Environmental Studies and a 
strong advocate for the Laguna’s wildlife and habitat. And 
Karen Price, an Outdoor Education major, loves being able 
to spend her days promoting such a beautiful treasure. Jess 
Kauffman is beginning her internship with us from the 

SRJC, majoring in Environmental 
Studies and Economics.

Please join us in applauding and 
appreciating the tremendous 
contributions made by these 
interns.

A Special Thank You to Our Interns 
Anita Smith, Public Education Coordinator

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 
years ago, 

the second best time is now.”

-Chinese Proverb

fundraisers are invited to help plant the 
trees on the day of the event.

Become a Sponsor. Sponsor the 
event at one of several different levels. 
Sponsorship comes with many benefits. 
If you are an organization, consider 
making it a team event and match 
funds raised by team members.  

Donate to a Re-Leaf Fundraiser. 
Send in a general donation today in the 
enclosed remit envelope or sponsor 
one of our volunteer fundraisers. 

Ready, set, GO! Visit our website 
for more information on how to 
become a sponsor or a fundraiser at 
www.lagunafoundation.org/donate_
treeathon.

For more information or questions 
about signing up contact Nancy 
at nancy@lagunafoundation.org. 
For questions about sponsorship 
opportunities, contact David at david@
lagunafoundation.org

Ruby Acosta

Karen Price

Jess KauffmanChloe Madison



Thank you to our generous supporters since our last Meanderings...
In Honor of Mike Shepherd’s 80th Birthday 
Florence Aquilina and Richard Cox, Charlotte Ellis, David and Kathleen Faris, 
Laurano Flor, Tetyana Goodhart, Walter and Julie Harvest, Aaron Rosen, Rick and 
Margaret Row.

New Membership Donations
Kay Anderson, John Anton, Paula and Robert Brent, Sean Casey, Marisa Clark, 
Kelsey Cummings in memory of John Cummings, Donna De La Briandais, William 
and Florence Dodson, Darlene Donat, Joanne Dranginis, Leticia Duenas & Petr 
Lenda, Ellen and Robert Falkin, Karen and David Fichman, Beth Fulton and Terry 
Scannell, Lyn and Michael Gannon, Janet and Ira Gelfman, Catherine Hickey, 
Mary and Drew Jackson, Kathy Jelin, Mary Killian, Danielle King, Richard Laucks, 
Heidi and Ted Lemon, Risty and John Marckx, Gary Morgret, Carol Orme, Leslie 
Perlman, Eric and Kathy Pierce, Nancy and Willard Richards, Don and Sharon 
Rowberry, Robert Sargent, Joan Schwan and Geoffrey Skinner, Loretta Smith, 
Ellen Storz, Mark Tukman, Susan and Dewey Watson, Kathrin Williams, Anja 
Woltman. 

Membership Renewals
Loren Amelang, Martha and J.M. Baeli, Gwen Beacham, Dee and Ken Blackman, 
Ann Cassidy and Alistair Bleifuss, Richard Bloom and Bridget McCoy, Doug 
Braik, Glen Buelteman, Betty Burridge, Denise Cadman and Stuart Schroeder, Pat 
Callahan, Mike Center and Marlene Russell, Judy Christensen, Bob and Phyllis 
Clement, Laura Close and Jenna Beers, James and Sandi Codding, Katherine 
Crank, Annella Dalrymple and Robert Harkavy, Buzz and Cindy Danner, Paul and 
Christine Doolittle, Michael Ellis, Kathleen A. Emery, David and Sally Ewald, Steven 
Fabian and Judy McCann, Andrew and Nancy Fleming, Russ and Jaydean Franco, 
Barbara Gegan, Sue Gibbons, Helen Gillespie, Michael Gillogly and Ginger Parish, 
George Gilsinan, L. M. Greenberg, Susie Hagemeister, Ramona Haller, Linda and 
David Hanes, Pamela Harrington and Richard J. Ingram, Sharon Hawthorne, 
Greg Hayes and Robin Fautley, Jeremy Joan Hewes, Diane and Bryant Hichwa, 
Sue and Mike Hoey, Mary Jenkins, Arlene and Brad Kallen, Mat Keller, Gretchen 
Kishbaugh, Greg Korelich and Linda Osher, Eunice La Dell Escola, Louisa Leavitt, 
Les and Nancy Lewis, Jan and Stephen Lochner, Catherine Martin, Steven and 
Heidi McNeal, Major Eugene Meade, Glenn and Franny Minervini-Zick, Dianne 
and John Namkung, Patricia Newland and Lisa Peters, Jeremy and Laura Nichols, 
Jon and Susan Nichols, Bob Orr, Doris Parker, Linda Patterson, Richard and Trish 
Power, Pat and Tim Preston, Joan Przekop, Jan Randall and Bruce Mac Evoy, 
Joe and Kathy Riedel, Marty Roberts, Barbara and Mike Rosen, Susan and Jerry 
Roth, Don and Sharon Rowberry, Patricia and Bryan Sesser, Helen Shane and 
Fred Fletcher, Erin Sheffield, Roger and Claire Simpson, Mickey Singer, Susan 
Spencer, Gail Dubinsky Spielman, David Stecher, Anne and Clay Stephens, Hugh 
Stevenson and Diane Paleczny-Stevenson, Anne Sutter, Mark Swedlund and 
Deborah Dobish, Ellen Swenson, Laura Townsend, Dale and Elaine Trowbridge, 
Francesca and Herbert Tyrnauer, Rosemary Ward and Susan Hornstein, John and 
Claire Werner, Anja Woltman, John Wright. 

End of Year Appeal Donors
Keith Abeles and Amy Levin, Robert Ahders, Barnee and Gary Alexander, Theodora 
Amaroli, Chris and Virginia Anderegg, Craig Anderson in honor of Christine 
Fontaine, Kathy Anderson in honor of Jim and Lorie, Laurel Anderson in celebration 
of Aly, Andy’s Produce Market, Tom and Julie Atwood, Marty and Gary Bannister, 
Edward and Susan Barich, Karen and Joseph Beall, Helen and Robert Berg, 
Rhonda Berney and Richard Shipps, Laura and Allan Bernstein, Linda Beyce, Ray 
Bingham, 3-D Edddy, Jim Bray and Anne O’Brien, Renata Brillinger, Kenneth and 
Crystal Brody, John and Joan Broughton, Elizabeth Bryant and Kimberly Lawton, 
Robert Butler, Larry Campbell, Rob and Gwynn Catterton, Robert and Shirley 
Cerniglia, Jeff and Alice Chan, Gretchen Chertov in memory of Lillian Cianfichi, 
Christine Cobaugh, Gerald and Buff Corsi, Bill and Joyce Cox, Katherine Crank, 
Marianne Daft, Frances G. Davis in honor of son Chris, Gay Deady, Bart and 
Ditty Deamer, Jay and Joele Deike, Brad and Rosalie DeMeo, Nancy and James 
Dempsey, Kathryn Devereaux, Richard and Marie Di Tommaso, Tom Edwards, 
Steve and Patricia Ehrmann, Wendy Eliot and Michael Fitzgibbon, Kathleen A. 
Emery, Bill English, Jane Facente, Peter Schmale, Judy Filippa, Andrew and Nancy 
Fleming, Katie Gerber, Mary and Art Gimmy, Melanie Goodpasture, Khatiba Grais 
and Howard Ballinger, Curt and Vicki Groninga, Sarah and Dan Gurney, Deborah 
Haynes, Kate Burroughs and David Henry, Brenda Hirsch-Schmidt in honor of 
Carroll Hirsch, Sue and Mike Hoey, Ann Howald, Ellie Insley, Lawrence Jaffe and 
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Ann Austin, Ardath Lee, Jack Levin, Susanne and Torodd Lien, Margaret and Marvin 
Loeb in memory of Barbara Kay Davidson, Loveland Violin Shop: Mick, Jake and 
Barbara Mackenzie, David and Margaret Macphail, Delphine and Dennis Mangan, 
Jonathon Mann, Carol and Edward Margason, Laura and Larry Martin, Mark and 
Michele McDonell, Tony McGuigan, Major Eugene Meade, Mitchel Family Fund 
of Community Foundation Sonoma County, William and Elizabeth Monnet in 
honor of Ken and Susan Churchill, Paul Mononi, Linda Mori, Barbara Moulton 
and Tom Helm, Lori Myers, Stephanie and Roger Nacouzi, Patricia Newland 
and Lisa Peters, Marthe Norwick in memory of Steve Norwick, Jim O’Connell 
in memory of Jane Krafft, Marc and Malissa Opulencia, Tom and Janine Origer, 
Laura Owens, Dwight and Judy Petersen, Tom and Gail Powell, Raymond Rapp, 
Rosemary Rasori, Harry and Dee Richardson, Taylor Richardson, Jim Robinson and 
Darlene LaMont, Susan and Jerry Roth, Bill and Kathy Rueve, Stanley and Ceci 
Salomon in memory of Jean and Harry, Larry and Barbara Sawyer, Paul and Patty 
Schoch, Don and Joyce Sherer, Alan Siegle and Shelley Brown, Lorna Skinner, 
Burton Smith, Dianne Smith and Ben Benson, Rustel Sparks, Susan Spencer, Amy 
and Greg Stanton, Bob and Becky Stender, Troy and Carol Stenlund, Jack and 
Diane Stuppin, Gail and Michael Sullivan, Ellen Swenson in celebration of Susan, 
Diane Toso, Francesca and Herbert Tyrnauer, Francesca and Herbert Tyrnauer, 
Raini and Steve Vallarino, Patrice and David Warrender, Gerald Weiss, Gretchen 
Whisenand, Kenneth Wildnauer, Jeanne  Williams, William Wilson in memory of D. 
Edwin Smalle, Sara Winge, Ruth Witchey, Christine and John Woodward, Michele 
Zack and Mark Goldschmidt, Jack Ziegler and Mary Ciavonne, Jan Zlotnick and 
Jeanette Lebell, Matt and Patresa Zwerling. 

2013 Gala Bus Fund Donors
Linda Anderson, Betsy and Rob Sanville, Terry Price and Kerry Campbell-Price, 
Anne Sutter, David and Maripat Bannister, Guy Conner, Karen Gardner. 

2014 ReLeaf – 5th Annual Tree-a-Thon Sponsors and Donors
Anonymous $5,000 Board Match, David Bannister, Anita Smith, Raini and Steve 
Vallarino.

Other Donors
Agilent Technologies, Tom and Julie Atwood, Carol Baltz Ivey, David and Maripat 
Bannister, Bertram Family in memory of Lillian Marie Cianfichi, Robert Blakely 
in honor of Dan and Jan O’Connell, Blucher Creek Watershed Council, Phillip 
Buckley, Rose Cohen in honor of Beth and Terris Love, Margaret Fleming in 
memory of Melody Cary, Curt and Vicki Groninga, Sharon Hawthorne, Liz 
Hodder, Keith Howell, Mary Ann Huckabay, Greg and Kathi Jacobs, Benjamin 
and Ruthmary Parmeter in memory of Gordon Bollander, PG&E Corporation 
Foundation, Real Community Properties, Inc., Michael and Janet Shane, Alise 
Sheehan, Jack Stewart in memory of Jane Krafft, Elizabeth Wheless.

eScrip Participants
Yvonne Adams, James Alderson, Barnee Alexander, Maria Alvarez, Constance 
Ayers, Martha Baeli, David Bannister, Sebastian Baum, Peter Beaman, Wade 
Belew, Dana Blake, Jenny Blaker, Elaine Booth, Joan Bossart, Sharon Bouton, 
Donna Briggs, Karen Brocco, Brendan Brown, Patricia Brown, Steven and Anna 
Brown, William Carlsen, Star Carroll-Smith, Ken and Susan Churchill, William 
Cordell, J Michael Costello, Catherine Cumberland, Pamela Davis, Yessenia 
Dominguez, Maureen Donaghue, Frank Dono, Paula Downing, Jeanette Doyel, 
Christine Engel, Sheldon Erkkila, Elisabeth Fiekowsky, Farida Fox, Eric Fritsch, 
Stephen Gale, Dinorah Gallegos, Adrienne Gause, Kandis Gilmore, Melanie 
Goodpasture, Sarah Gordon, Ramona  Haller, Neil Hancock, Maggie Hart, Susan 
Harvey, Sharon Hawthorne, Hugh Helm, Darryl Henke, Db Henke, Carol Hince, 
Wendy Horton, Catherine Hunter, Nancy Isaac, Mia James, Stu and Connie Jensen, 
Natosi Johanna, Akre Jonathan, Lucy Kenyon, Mary Killian, Daniela Kingwill, Ellen 
Krebs, Wendy Krupnick, Jan Landman, Conrad Larkin, Martie Leys, Elyse Lord, 
Elizabeth Lotz, Linda Marietta, Keith Marshall, Megan Meder, Keri Mondragon, 
Brigid Odowd, Bruce Olson, Meghan Parish, Sandra Petric, Linda Phillips, Danielle 
Poole, Alex Powell, Gail Powell, Brent Reed, Justin Reyes, Anila Roberts, Sheila 
Rutz, Stanley Salomon, Laurie Schaffe, Lisa Seale, Helen Shane, Erin Sheffield, 
Barbara Shepherd, Lindsay Simmons, Joan Simon, Anita Smith, Burton Smith, 
Karen Steele, Marsha Stelar, Bob Stender, Anne and Clay Stephens, Alberta Stohl, 
Calvin Strobel, Terry Sullivan, Pat Swanson, Linda Swartz, Jane Valerius, Kelly 
Walton, Vanessa Wardwell, Marilyn Watkins, Claire Werner, Linda Widdifield, 
Marie and Giel Witt, Christine Woodward, Dan and Patsy Wright.
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SANTA ROSA, CA
  

The Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation, founded in 1989, works to conserve, restore and inspire greater understanding and appreciation of the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa wetland complex - The largest tributary of the Russian River and one of Sonoma County’s richest wildlife areas. The Foundation 
conducts educational programs, implements conservation science and restoration projects, works with landowners and public agencies to protect and 
improve Laguna resources, and advocates for appropriately managed opportunities for the public to enjoy the Laguna.

Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation
900 Sanford Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
(707) 527-9277
www.lagunafoundation.org

Find us on Facebook and stay connected 
with daily photos and announcements!

“It was fabulous, and everyone was so impressed with the venue. The scenery was just perfect.  
Thank you so much for your part in making my party the best!”

“Everything went perfectly for our wedding at Heron Hall.”

“Our guests all said it was a great place to have a party, so spacious.  The musicians enjoyed it as 
well – they had plenty of room to play and the sound carried so well.” 

Hold your special event in a very special place! Great Blue Heron Hall 
is a terrific setting for your next retreat, workshop, seminar, in-service 
training, conference, professional meeting, volunteer or staff recognition 
event, art exhibit, lecture, book signing, film event, party, wedding, or 
rehearsal dinner. All proceeds benefit the Laguna Foundation!

For more information, visit www.lagunafoundation.org, call Anita at 
(707) 527-9277 x 110, or email HeronHall@lagunafoundation.org. 

Photo: Gretchen Gause

Rent Heron Hall For Your Next Special Event! 


